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But now, as then, progress is not inevi-
table; it requires eternal vigilance and sac-
rifice. Earlier today, at the Veterans Day
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery,
we paid tribute to the fallen heroes of the
United States Ship Cole, three of whom have
recently been buried at Arlington. The cap-
tain of the ship and 20 of the crewmembers
were there today. We honor them.

Next week I will go to Vietnam to honor
the men and women America lost there, to
stand with those still seeking a full account-
ing of the missing. But at the same time, I
want to give support to Vietnamese and
Americans who are working together to build
a better future in Vietnam, under the leader-
ship of former Congressman and former
Vietnam POW Pete Peterson, who has re-
minded us that we can do nothing about the
past, but we can always change the future.
That’s what all of you did after the war with
Germans, Italians, and Japanese. You built
the world we love and enjoy today.

The wisdom this monument will give us
is to learn from the past and look to the fu-
ture. May the light of freedom that will stand
at the center of this memorial inspire every
person who sees it to keep the flame of free-
dom forever burning in the eyes of our chil-
dren and to keep the memory of the greatest
generation warm in the hearts of every new
generation of Americans.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. on The
National Mall. In his remarks, he referred to Gen.
Fred F. Woerner, USA, (Ret.), Chairman, and
Ambassador Haydn Williams, Commissioner,
American Battle Monuments Commission; retired
Archbishop Philip Hannan of New Orleans, a
chaplain in the 82d Airborne Division, USA, dur-
ing World War II; Capt. Luther Smith, USAF,
(Ret.), member of the Tuskegee Airmen, an Afri-
can-American bomber escort squadron in World
War II; Frederick W. Smith, national cochairman,
actor Tom Hanks, national spokesperson, and
former Senator Bob Dole, national chairman, Na-
tional World War II Memorial Campaign; and
Senator Dole’s wife, Elizabeth.

Statement on the Death
of Leah Rabin
November 12, 2000

Hillary and I were deeply saddened this
morning to learn of the death of Leah Rabin.
We have lost a dear friend, and the Middle
East has lost a friend of peace. But the work
to which she and Yitzakh dedicated their lives
must and will continue.

Our prayers are with the Rabin family and
with the people of Israel.

Statement on Signing the Older
Americans Act Amendments of 2000
November 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
782, the ‘‘Older Americans Act Amendments
of 2000.’’ The Older Americans Act of 1965,
last reauthorized by the Congress in 1992,
provides essential home and community-
based services, such as congregate and home-
delivered meals, transportation, legal assist-
ance, employment and volunteer opportuni-
ties, health promotion activities, pension
counseling programs, and protection from
abuse in institutions and in the community
for millions of older persons across the
United States.

I am very pleased that this bipartisan legis-
lation includes, for the first time, an impor-
tant new program designed to assist families.
It provides the authorization for the National
Family Caregiver Support Program, which I
first proposed in 1999 as part of my long-
term care initiative. This program will help
hundreds of thousands of family members—
spouses, adult children, and others—who are
struggling to care for their frail older loved
ones who are ill or disabled. Studies have
shown that caregiving can take a huge emo-
tional, physical, and financial toll on families.
The support provided through this new pro-
gram includes critical information, training,
and counseling, as well as much needed qual-
ity respite care for those caregivers who are
juggling jobs and other family responsibilities
while meeting the special needs of loved ones
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in their care. This legislation also recognizes
the challenges that grandparents and other
relatives caring for children face, as well as
those of older individuals who are caring for
children who have disabilities. When funded,
this program will provide valuable assistance
to the families who need it most.

Beyond providing this important support
to families, the bill I am signing today will
strengthen and improve the delivery of im-
portant daily services to our most vulnerable
aging citizens through our national network
of State and area agencies on aging, tribal
organizations, and other members of our
community, including volunteers, many of
whom are older persons themselves. The
new legislation gives our States, area agen-
cies, and Tribes more flexibility in serving
elders in their own communities and regions,
and enhances the coordination of Federal,
State, and local programs to maximize the
effectiveness of program activities.

This legislation does much to position our
rapidly growing aging population for the dec-
ades ahead when the number of older per-
sons in need of help will be much larger and
more diverse. The Act continues to focus at-
tention on the needs of those in greatest so-
cial and economic need, with particular at-
tention to low-income minority elders, and
it recognizes the needs of those older persons
who live in rural areas of our country. It ac-
knowledges the cultural differences among
our tribal populations, and provides them
with caregiver support and disaster relief as-
sistance as well as promoting better coordina-
tion of services between State and tribal
grantees. It promotes innovation and the de-
velopment of best practices for supporting
not only older persons, but family caregivers
living at home, in the community, or on tribal
reservations.

I am also pleased that this legislation incor-
porates the key features of my Administra-
tion’s proposal for reauthorizing and enhanc-
ing the Senior Community Service Employ-
ment Program (SCSEP). This important pro-
gram provides part-time community service
employment to low-income individuals ages
55 and older, and assists them in obtaining
unsubsidized employment. The bill would
maintain the unique and complementary
structure of SCSEP, under which national

nonprofit organizations as well as States re-
ceive grants to operate the program. It also
strengthens SCSEP by establishing an en-
hanced performance accountability system,
reinforcing connections between SCSEP and
the broader workforce investment system es-
tablished under the Workforce Investment
Act, and improving the planning process by
providing for broad participation in the de-
velopment of a plan in each State to ensure
an equitable distribution of projects and the
coordination of services to seniors.

Finally, the Act calls for the convening of
a White House Conference on Aging by the
end of 2005 in order to continue to prepare
our Nation for its own gift of longevity.

Today’s enactment of this legislation ex-
tending and improving the Older Americans
Act, and establishing the new National Fam-
ily Caregiver Support Program, reflects our
continued commitment to our older popu-
lation, and represents a victory for Americans
of all ages.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 2000.

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 782, ap-
proved November 13, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the
Reauthorization of the Export
Administration Act of 1979
November 13, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5239,
which reauthorizes the Export Administra-
tion Act of 1979 (EAA) until August 20, 2001.

Reauthorization and revision of the EAA
is long overdue. The EAA is a Cold War stat-
ute and its authorities lapsed on August 20,
1994. Since the end of the Cold War, there
has been a strong need for a modern export
control law that will provide U.S. businesses
an updated legal framework in which to oper-
ate. This revised Act must recognize the cur-
rent realities of a fast-paced highly competi-
tive global market and at the same time help
ensure our national security by controlling
the export of sensitive dual-use items that


